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Preface

TheBiblestatesthatwithoutavision,thepeopleperish.Ihaveadream,avisionif

you will.In m ydream ,Iwakeup excited to startanotherdayatwork.Surely,youm ustbe

dream ing you say!No,Iam excited because Iknow thatthiswork isthe very work that

Godhascalledm etodo.

M y wife ism y righthand in thiswork and Iknow thatGod could nothavegiven

m eanyonebettersuited to thistask.M ychildren areinvolvedinm yworkanditprovesto

be a trem endoustraining ground forthem .Form y daughters,asthey subm itto m e and

follow myleadership,Iam abletotrainthem tobegodlywivesandm otherssom eday.For

m y son,Iam able to teach him to obey God and one day,lead a fam ily ofhis own.

Younger m en are also involved in m y work and working side by side gives m e the

opportunity to teach them to apply God’sW ord with wisdom and understanding in their

daily affairs.M y wife m inistersto youngerwom en aswell,teaching them to honortheir

husbandsandlovetheirchildreninagodlym anner.

M ychildren seetheseyoungm enandwom engrow andareencouragedtooneday



disciple youngerbelieverson theirown.The youngerm en and wom en see m y children

and realizethattheBibleistrueand agodlyfam ilycan beachieved.M yworkblessesm y

fam ilyand m ym inistry.M yfam ilyhelpsm ein m ywork and providesconcreteexam ples

form ym inistry.M ym inistryprovideshelpersform ywork and m otivation form yfam ily.

For you see,work,fam ily and m inistry are allingredients to a stew.A stew thatis

described in Phil4:18 asasweet-sm ellingarom a,an acceptablesacrifice,wellpleasingto

God.



Introduction

Atfirstglance,thisbookm ayseem likearandom odysseywindingitswaythrough

the com plicated subjects offam ily,m inistry and work.Is this guy a nuttackling three

subjectsthatcould each m akeforaverylongbook?How canhepossiblydojusticetothe

three areasthatseem to touch every waking m om entofourlivesand stillend up with a

relatively shortbook?Sim ple.The basic issue in allthree oftheseareasisobedience to

theW ord ofG od.

Actually,balancing and integrating ourfam ily,m inistry and work is a biblical

concept.Look atthe m odelwom an ofProverbs31.She providesfood and clothing for

herfam ily.She m inisters to the poor.She even considersa field and plantsa vineyard

with the profitsfrom ahom e-based business.Yet,she doesallthisin away thatpleases

God. Allofherendeavorswork in harm ony and do notrob from one another.She has

identified God’s priorities and oriented her life to line up with those priorities.

Unfortunately,som ehavepointed to thiswom an asam odelforChristian fem inism .Yet,

herfam ilyrem ainstheobjectofallherhard work.Thisshould dispelthenotion thatGod



rewardswom enwhoputtheircareersovertheirhom elife.

ConsiderJob.Herewasam an who wasalso ableto integratehisfam ily,m inistry

and work. The Bible describes him as blam eless and upright.His children were a

blessing to him ,hiswife and oneanother.Hisadultchildren ate m ealstogetherand had

fellowship in one another’s houses. Evidence of his high priority on fam ily is

dem onstrated by the fact that he prayed for his adult children and regularly m ade

sacrificesforthem lestthey had erred againstGod (Job 1:4-5).Hem inistered to thepoor

and the fatherless.He provided forthe widows and stood againstevil(Job 29:12-17).

Job’suprightnessalso flowed into hisbusinessdealings.He ran a very large ranch and

provided for his many servants.He was considered a very influentialm an (Job 1:3),

runninghisbusinesswith integrity(Job31:5-6)andtreatinghisservantswithrespect(Job

31:13-15).In short,Job wasa m an who,through obedience,wasable to glorify God by

successfullyintegratingfam ily,m inistryand workwithoutcausingtheseareasto com pete

againstanddestroyoneanother.

Butexcelling in ourfam ilies,m inistriesand workisno easytask.M anyam an has

disqualified him selfform inistry by having ungodly children (1 Tim othy 3:4-5).Even

m ore m en have sacrificed theirchildren in the pursuitoftheircareers.Som e have even

sacrificed theirfam iliesin pursuitofm inistry.W hatisthepath ofrighteousnessin these

threeareas?How can wepleaseGod in theareasoffam ily,m inistryand work?How can

we balance these three areasso thatourGod and King isglorified?Iwould subm itthat

the com m on thread woven throughoutthe trem endous problem s we see today in our

fam ilies,m inistriesandworkisfoundinthetwelfthchapterofRom ans:



And do notbe conform ed to this world,butbe transform ed by the renewing ofyourm ind,thatyou m ay

provewhatisthatgood and acceptableandperfectwillofGod.(Rom ans12:2)

Pauliscom m anding usnotto beshaped bytheprevailing culture.Instead,weare

to be transform ed by a differentculture -a Christian culture.And whatisthisChristian

culturebasedon?TheW ordofGod.

Notice thatobedience to this verse is a two-fold process.W e are to rejectthe

ungodlyculturearound usw hile atthe sam e tim e allowingGod to transform ourlivesby

em bracing the godly culture found in HisW ord.W ithoutdoing both atthe sam e tim e,

wecanfallintooneoftwotraps.

TheTrap ofA sceticism

Ifweonly rejectthecurrentcultureand arenottransform ed by theW ord ofGod,

we slip into asceticism ;trying to achieve righteousnessby “touch not,taste not,handle

not”.

Therefore,ifyou diedwith Christfrom thebasicprinciplesoftheworld,why,asthough livingin theworld,

do you subjectyourselves to regulations--"Do nottouch,do nottaste,do nothandle," which allconcern

thingswhich perish with theusing--according to thecom m andm entsand doctrinesofm en?These things

indeed have an appearance ofw isdom in self-im posed religion,false hum ility,and neglectofthe body,

butare ofno value againstthe indulgence ofthe flesh.(Col2:20-23)

Rejecting the current culture without the renewal of our m inds will result in the



appearance ofrighteousness,buttheend resultwillbeunsuccessful.W hy?Because“in

you (thatis,in yourflesh),dwells no good thing” (Rom ans 7:18)and ourhearts are

“deceitfulaboveallthingsanddesperatelywicked(Jerem iah17:9).”

This idea ofthe “appearance ofrighteousness” can run in two directions.The

unbelievercan deceivehim selfby doing “good works” in orderto achieverighteousness

beforeGod.Hemaygo to church,giveto charities,lovehisfam ilyoreven bealeaderin

the com m unity, but all of these activities do not address the fundam ental problem

betweenGodandman.Paulm adethispointtotheRom ans:

ForifAbraham wasjustified by works,he hassom ething to boastabout,butnotbefore G od. Forwhat

doesthe Scripture say? "Abraham believed God,and itwasaccounted to him forrighteousness." Now to

him whoworks,thewagesarenotcounted asgracebutasdebt. Buttohim whodoesnotworkbutbelieves

on Him w ho justifiesthe ungodly,hisfaith isaccounted forrighteousness, justasDavidalsodescribesthe

blessednessofthem an towhom Godim putesrighteousnessapartfrom works: (Rom ans4:2-6)

Ifyou workforanem ployer,heowesyouawageattheendoftheday.Butwhatif

you owed thatem ployeradebtso greatthatitcould neverberepaid -even ifyou worked

everydayfortherestofyourlife?Itwould besillyto dem and rightstanding(orbalanced

books)with yourem ployerforafew daysworkwhen you owed sogreatadebt!Sim ilarly,

itissilly forusto dem and rightstanding before aholy God on accountofafew “good”

thingswe have done,when oursin hascaused adebttoo greatto repay.Read theabove

verse again.God extends forgiveness ofthis debtto those who firstrealize they are

ungodly,and then believe in “Him who justifiesthe ungodly”.JesusChristdied on the



cross to pay the debtforwhich we were rightfully liable (Rom ans 5:8).W e can never

repay thatdebtthrough our“good” deeds and in fact,itisstrictly prohibited.ForGod

im putesrighteousnessapartfrom works.ThisideaisechoedinEphesians.

Forby grace you have been saved through faith,and thatnot ofyourselves;itisthe giftofGod,notof

w orks,lestanyoneshouldboast. (Ephesians2:8-9)

Jesus saved His harshestwords for those who were trying to earn their own

righteousnessbeforeGod byrejectingthecurrentculture.ThePhariseeshad therejection

of their surrounding culture down to a science,butwithoutsaving faith in the only

begotten Son of God, it proved to be worthless. He called them “white-washed

sepulchers” whowerecleanontheoutside,butwerefullofrotanddecayontheinside.

But this “appearance of righteousness” can run in another direction as well.

Believers can rejectthe thingsin ourculture thatthe Bible requiresthem to.However,

without the transform ation of our m inds by the W ord of God,we can achieve the

“appearance” ofrighteousness withoutthe pow er.One ofthe greatestdangers ofour

m odern evangelicalchurch is the “hired gun” syndrom e.W e hire pastors,along with

scadsofassistantpastors,and expectthem to fightthe battle forus.W e have becom e a

generation of “evan-jelly fish” as Douglas W ilson aptly puts it.Christians withouta

theologicalbackbone.The W ord ofGod gives us the backbone necessary to fightthe

prevailing culture.Rejection ofthecurrentculturewithoutthetransform ing powerofthe

W ordofGodinourlivesleavesonlytheshadow oftruespirituality.



TheTrap ofLicentiousness

Although weareto avoid thefirsttrap ofrejecting ourcurrentculturewithoutthe

attending transform ation,m ostm odern evangelicalChristiansfallinto asecond trap.W e

tryto betransform ed bytheW ord ofGod withoutrejectinganythingoursocietyplacesin

frontofus.W ewantallofwhatGodhasforus… andeverythingtheworldhasaswell.W e

attend church, listen to Christian tapes, listen to Christian m usic, attend Christian

conferences,throw ourselvesin Bible studiesand yetourfam ilies,m inistriesand work

look surprisingly sim ilarto thatoftheworld.W earelikethewom en in Second Tim othy

who are “alwayslearning,butneverableto com eto theknowledgeofthetruth.” In fact,

Paulsaid thesewom en wereloaded down with sinsandledawaybytheirlusts.Doesthis

sound fam iliar? How can we expecttransform ation when we are also are loaded down

withsinsandledawaybyourlusts?

One of the m ost comm on com plaints am ong Christian m en today is that of

frustration.W e truly wantto please God in ourfam ily,m inistry and work,butourlives

seem to fallso short.W hatlittle Christian fruitwe bearis choked outby the world’s

thorns and thistles.W e are not to be conform ed to this world. In addition to the

transform ing ofourhearts and m inds by God,we m ustalso rejectsociety’s constant

pressure to swallow ideas thatrun contrary to the W ord ofGod. W e m ustrejectthe

notionthat:

ü Therearem anypathstorighteousnessbeforeGodapartfrom HisSon.

ü W earefreetom akedecisionsapartfrom Scripture.



ü ThereareareasinourlivesthatScripturehasnotaddressed.

ü Goddoesnotcarewhatwedobehindcloseddoors.

ü W om enm ustentertheworkforceinordertobe“truly” fulfilled.

ü Ourchildren m ustbe educated by so-called “experts” -thatwhen God gave uschildren,

Hedidnotgiveusalloftheresourcesnecessarytofullyeducatethem .

ü W e can place our children in concentration cam ps euphem istically called child-care

centerswhilewepursueourcareers,hobbiesandbankaccounts.

ü W ecantoleratesexualsininourchurchesandnotbejudgedbyGod.

ü W ecanliveasifGod’snum beronepriorityisourownhappiness.

Basically,we are to rejectthe notion thatwe,asChristians,can have itall!Our

job,as believers,is to identify and rejectthe sinfulpractices and ideas ofthis current

culture w hile atthe sam e tim e,being transform ed by a differentculture.W e are to be

transform ed bytheChristian culturefound in theW ord ofGod (Foragreatelaborationon

thisChristian culture,read ThePaideiaofGod,by DouglasW ilson).W ith thischargein

m ind,letus look atthe firststep toward successfully integrating ourfam ily,work and

m inistry.



Section O ne

FirstThingsFirst



C hapter1:

TheW ord ofG od

TheSufficiency O fScripture

Preparing adish from scratch isno easytask,even with arecipe.Being agenuine

cooking novice m yself,Ican readily attestto this.Ispend so m uch tim e trying to figure

outterm ssuch as“folding,” “browning,” and “braising,” thatIcan nevergetto theactual

cooking part!In godly living,as wellas cooking,there are som e basic principles and

prem ises we m ustfirstunderstand before we can even begin.The firstand forem ost

prem iseisthesufficiency ofScripture.SecondTim othy3:16and17states:

AllScripture isgiven by inspiration ofGod,and isprofitable fordoctrine,forreproof,forcorrection,for

instruction in righteousness, that the m an of G od m ay be com plete,thoroughly equipped for every

good w ork.

Scripture thoroughly equipsusto liveagodly life.Thereisnothing elseweneed

to be com plete.Do you believe that?Do you believethatyou could read only onebook



allyourlifeand stillbeacom plete(m ature)m an orwom an ofGod?Alldecisionsin our

livesareaddressed eitherdirectlyorindirectlybyGod’sW ord.Isaydirectlyorindirectly

becausetheBibleteachesusaccordingto preceptsand principles.Preceptsareexpressed

com m andm ents given from Scripture and principles are conclusions drawn from those

precepts.Forexam ple,the Bible com m ands us to love ourwives as Christloved the

church.Thecom m andm entissim pleenough,butthewayinwhichwedothistakessom e

studying.How did Christlovethechurch?HetaughthertheW ord.Hepraised herwhen

she did well and rebuked her when she needed it (Revelation 2:1-6).He sacrificed

everything to achieveherbestinterest.Although thepreceptsofGod seem to belim ited

to specificbehaviorsand situations,theprinciplesderived from thosepreceptstranscend

allsituationsandcultures.

A warning iswarranted,however.Although weareto obey theW ord fully and in

itsentirety,we are notto add to the W ord ofGod.The Bible prohibitsdrunkennessin

Ephesians 5:18,butitdoes notprohibitthe drinking ofalcohol.Pauldid notexhort

Tim othy to drink alittle grape juice forhisstom ach ailm ent(1 Tim othy 5:23)and Jesus

m ostcertainlydid notchangethewaterinto som eunferm ented fruitdrinkatthewedding

in Cana.Howeverwe m ay feelaboutthe consum ption ofalcohol,wearenotallowed to

place m ore restrictions than the W ord ofGod does.Spurgeon once said in regards to

tobacco sm oking thathe found ithard enough to obey theTen Com m andmentsand had

nointentionofaddinganeleventh!

Itisam azing how wewantto ignoreobviouscom m andsfound in Scripture,while

atthesam etim e,try to add com m andswhereGod hasnot.W hy do wedo this?Because



w ewantto bethefinalarbiteroverGod’sW ord.W ewanttobeliketheM ostHigh.There

isno reward forbeing “holier” than God in acertainarea.In fact,instead ofareward,you

m ay receive a rebuke.M y pointis notto encourage believers to use theirfreedom in

Christtowardslicentiousness.M ypointisto dem onstratethatin God’seconom y,thereis

forno room forintellectuallylazyChristians.W eareto show ourselvesapproved,rightly

dividing the W ord ofTruth (2 Tim othy 2:15).The One to W hom we willallgive an

account,has com m anded us to becom e m ature in ourunderstanding ofHis W ord (1

Corinthians14:20).

So weseethatScriptureissufficientto ruleallareasofourlives.Scriptureisthe

ultimate authority to which we m ustlook.Ifwe wantto know whatourfam iliesshould

look like,weshould go to theScriptures.Ifwewantto know how ourchildren should be

educated,we should go to the Scriptures.Ifwe wantto know whatkind ofm inistry we

should beinvolved in,weshould go to theScriptures.Ifwewantto know wantcareerto

pursue we should,you guessed it,go to the Scriptures.One ofthe reasons we failso

m iserably atbalancing fam ily,m inistry and work is thatwe do notknow whatGod’s

W ordsaysabouttheseareas.

O urC ultureIgnoresScripture

Ourcurrentculture and even them odern evangelicalchurch arevery rem iniscent

ofthe daysofJosiah (2 Chronicles34:14-21).God’sW ord had been lostform any years

and wassuddenly found when repairswere being m ade to the tem ple.W hen the priest



read God’sW ord to Josiah,hewascutto thequickand realized thathehad not“keptthe

W ord ofthe Lord,to do according to allthatiswritten in thisbook.” Can you im agine?

God’speople withoutGod’sW ord forgenerations!How would they know whatto do?

How would they know ifthey were pleasing God?Thefactis,they did not.W ithoutthe

W ord ofGod asthe standard ofm easurem entforallthings,we inevitably failto please

God -no m atterhow hard we try orhow sincereourhearts.Although Josiah had been a

good king up to this point,he realized that God m ust be served according to H is

prescribed m anner.W hen confronted with the truth,he repented and did itGod’sway.

W e,on theotherhand,haveeven lessexcusebecausewehaveGod’sW ord atourfinger

tips and yetwe failto apply Hisstandard to every area ofourlives.W e failto see the

sufficiencyofScriptureforeverydecisionwem ake.

Do you truly believe thatthe Bible holdsallthe inform ation necessary to m ake

you acom pleteperson?Areyou willing to do anythingittakesto obeyGod’sW ord?Are

you willing to betransform ed by therenewing ofyourm ind,thatyou m ay provewhatis

thatgood and acceptable and perfectwillofGod (Rom ans12:2)?Then itistim eto take

the“sneaker” test!

Iheard ofthe sneakerteston atape from DouglasPhillips.Ifam an cam eto you

and said,“Sir,Isee thatyou are wearing sneakers.Now you know thatsneakersare an

abom ination to the Lord and Iam rebuking you in the nam e ofthe Lord JesusChristto

take off those sneakers and repentrightaway!” W ell,we could give one of several

answers.W e could tellthe m an he is crazy.W e could ignore him .Orwe could say

som ething likethis.“Sir,Ihaveneverheard thattheLord abhorssneakers,butifyou can



dem onstrateto m ebiblicallythatthisistrue… inthetrashtheywillgo,youwillneverfind

m eorm yfam ilywearingsneakersagain!”

Do you have thatattitude toward the W ord ofGod?Could there bethingsin the

ScripturesthatGod hasnotrevealed to you yet?W hen Hedoesrevealthem to you,will

you bewilling to obeythem ?M ark Twain oncesaid,“It’snotthepartsoftheBiblethatI

don’tunderstandthatbotherm e,itisthepartsthatIdo!”

N o Substitutions,Please

Scriptureisthefinalauthority on whatGod wantsusto do and thewayHewants

us to do it.This was broughthome to m e in a big way when m y college room m ates

decided to m ake lasagna.Afterm ixing the ground m eatand ricottacheese,they realized

they werem issing thelasagnanoodles(Fortheculinarychallenged -thoselong flatones

you puton thetop and bottom ).Ofcoursebeingm en,theyknew how toim provise.W hen

they setthe “lasagna” on thetable,Istared in disbeliefand asked whatin theworld they

had done.They stated with pride thatsince they were m issing the lasagnanoodles,they

had substituted with the nextbestthing they could find in the freezer-a bag offrozen

tater-tots!Although theirheartswere in the rightplace,and they had worked very hard,

theysucceededinm aking“lasagna” thateventhedogwouldnoteat!

W earelikethosecollegeroom m ateswhen wetryto substituteourideasforthose

found in HisW ord.UnlessweuseGod-ordained ingredientsto m akeour“stew,” wewill

inevitably m akesom ething thatisnotpleasing to God.Itisnotenough to try ourbestto



pleaseGod in ourfam ilies,work and m inistry.G od doesnotblessusfor trying hard.If

Heblessed forsincerity and hard work,thecultswho denythedeityofChristwould win

handsdown!God only blessesthosedecisionsthatarein accordancewith Scripture.Let

m e say thatagain,G od only blessesdecisionsthatare biblical!And whatconstitutesa

biblicaldecision isnotopen to private interpretation.A decision iseitherbased on the

expressed W ord ofGod (oraprinciplederived from theexpressed W ord ofGod)oritis

not.Thisiswhywearerequiredtoknow thewholecounselofGod(Acts20:27).

N o PrivateInterpretations

God’s W ord is notopen to private interpretation (2 Peter1:20-21).One ofthe

greatestdangersinourm odern “Christian” cultureisthefocusonourselves.

“W hatdoesthispassagem eantom epersonally?”

“Godhasdifferentprioritiesform ethanHedoesforyou.”

“M yGodisaGodofloveandwouldneversendanyonetoHell.”

“Idon’tbelieveinthedoctrineofelection.Itdoesn’tseem fairtom e.”

“God did notm ean a literal“day” when He said He created the world in six days (Even



though Hesaid m orningand eveningaftereach dayand even stated which num berofday

itwas!).Besides,Iwouldfeelstupidbelievingsuchasim pleexplanation.”

The problem with looking through thism yopiclensisthatGod’sW ord becom es

very subjective.IfIinterpretthe Bible thisway and you interprettheBibleanotherway,

then which interpretation iscorrect?Can wereallyknow whattheBibleissaying ifthere

areso m anydifferentwaysofinterpretingit?Istherereallysuch athingasabsolutetruth?

W hen we view Scripture as applying to each ofus differently,we are thinking as a

hum anist.W e are placing ourselves as the finalarbiteroverGod’s W ord.I determ ine

whatGod meansin thispassage form e,and you determ ine whatthispassagem eansfor

you. God knew exactly what He m eant when He wrote the Bible and it is our

responsibility,through theHoly Spirit,to understand whatHem eantand to conform our

livestoHisW ord.

W hen we try to change the plain m eaning ofthe Scriptures to fitourcurrent

culture,weareassum ingtheroleofGod.Allowingwom entoteachm eninthechurchisa

good exam pleofthis.1 Tim othy2:11-15 clearlyteachesagainstthisand yetm anyofour

m odern evangelicalchurches have wom en teaching m en in adultSunday schools.The

Bible doesnotallow awom an to teach am an even ifshehasam aleteaching partner.It

m akes no difference ifthose being taughtare couples,either.W om en are notto be in

authorityoverm en in thechurch,period.God’sW ord isnotopen to ourhighercriticism .

W e are notallowed to say,“W ellIknow thatGod’sW ord saysthis,butwhatHe really

m eantwas… ” Instead ofasking whatGod’sW ord m eansin thisday and tim e,ask what



hasGod’sW ord m eantthroughouttheagesand determ ineto understand itand then obey

it!Yourtruth alarm should alwaysgo offwhen you read som ething thatclaim sto be a

“new” principleor“secrettolivingtheChristianlife.”

N o SelectiveO bedience

So farwe have seen thatScripture issufficientforallourdecisions,we can not

substitute m an’s wisdom for God’s W ord and the Bible is not open to private

interpretation.There is one m ore conceptwe m ustacknowledge to allow the Bible to

have itsfullim pactin ourlives.In 1 Sam uel15:3,Saulwasinstructed by God to attack

theAm alekitesand to notspareanym an,wom an,child oranim al.GodwasexecutingHis

divine judgm enton them ,which He had a perfectrightto do (1 Sam uel15:2).Saul

attacked the Am alekites,but he spared the king and the bestof the anim als.W hen

confronted bySam uel,Saulclaim ed thattheanim alshad been spared to sacrificeto God.

Sam uelwasn’tfooledforamom ent.

Then Sam uelsaid:"HastheLORD asgreatdelightin burntofferingsand sacrifices,asin obeying thevoice

oftheLORD?B ehold,to obey is better than sacrifice,and to heed than thefatofram s. Forrebellion is

asthesin ofwitchcraft,and stubbornnessisasiniquityand idolatry.Becauseyou haverejected theword of

theLORD,healsohasrejectedyoufrom beingking." (1Sam uel15:22-23)

G od’s W ord m ust be obeyed G od’s w ay.No am ountofchurch attendance,

giving,Bible study,evangelism ,prayerorgood workscan m ake up fordisobedience to



the W ord ofGod.Notice how subtle Saul’s argum entwas.He only spared King Agag

because he wanted to show m ercy.God wantsusto show m ercy,right?He only spared

theanim alssohecouldsacrificethem toGod.Godcom m andssacrifices,doesHenot?

Earlier,Sauloffered a burntoffering to the Lord (which only the priests were

allowed to do)and explained hisdisobediencebyclaim ingthathewantedGod’sblessing

on the com ing battle.God wantsto blessus,correct?God’scom m andsm ustbe obeyed

God’sway.Disobedienceisrebellion and rebellion isthesam easthesin ofwitchcraft(1

Sam uel15:22-23).W hen we disobey the W ord ofGod,we are rejecting itand God will

rejectusfrom servingHim .Jam esputitanotherway.

Ifanyofyou lackswisdom ,lethim ask ofGod,who givesto allliberally and withoutreproach,and itwill

be given to him . Butlethim ask in faith,with no doubting,forhe who doubtsislike a wave ofthe sea

driven and tossed by thewind. Forletnotthatm an supposethathewillreceive anything from theLord;

heisadouble-m indedm an,unstablein allhisways. (Jam es1:5-8)

W hata greatprom ise!Ifwe wantto know God’s thoughts,ifwe wantwisdom

from theCreatoroftheuniverse,ifwewantto choosebetween betterand best-God will

giveustheanswer!Butthisprom isecom eswith acondition.W em ustbewillingto obey

whatever He com m ands us. W e do not have the right to pick and choose His

com m andm entslikeitem sonasaladbar.

“Ilikethiscom m and,butthatoneseem stoooldfashioned.”



“Iknow adulteryisasin,butm onogam oushom osexualityissurelynot.”

“IbelievetheBible,butIwouldrathernotspankm ychild.”

“IlikewhatJesusteaches,butPaulistooharsh,especiallyinregardstowom en.”

“I know this believer is having an affair,buthow can we m inister to him if we break

fellowshipwithhim?”

W e have no rightto alloftheinform ation athand beforewedecideto obey.Eve

thoughtshe needed justa little m ore inform ation before she obeyed.She gotherwish -

the knowledge ofgood and evil!W hen faced with a com m and orprinciple found in

Scripture,wedo nothavetherightto debatewhetherouroptionorGod’soptionisbetter.

W eareto ask in faith.Thefaith that,whateveraloving God would instructusto do,will

beforourultim ategood(Rom ans8:28).

W earenotto doubtGod’sgoodness.W earenotto weigh ouroptions.Ifwecom e

to God with this attitude,James states we should expectnothing in return.How many

tim es have yourchildren asked youradvice,only to ignore itwhen the tim e cam e for

action? Aboutthe third or fourth tim e you quitgiving advice and letthem learn for

them selves-thehard way! OratleastIhopeyou would.Butalas,anotherofourm odern

evangelicalfailingsisthatofdiscipliningourchildren according to the Bible.Ifyou hate

yourchildren then do notdiscipline them (Proverbs13:24).And ifyou really hate your



children,neverspank them (Proverbs23:13-14).Sons,whose m othersbailthem outof

trouble overand over,willm arry wiveswho willbe forced to do the sam e thing -orat

leastuntilthe divorce papersare signed.Rem em ber,God’srulesm ustbe obeyed God’s

way!
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A Father’sStew :TheBiblicalIntegration ofFam ily,W ork and M inistry

ByStephen Beck 144pages

OurBestSeller!

In an age where fathers are separated from their fam ilies for m ostofthe day,how can we

fulfill the biblical m andate to train our children when "you sit in your house,when you

walk by the way,when you lie down,and when you rise up?” (D euteronom y 6)G iven our

currentculture,is itpossible to integrate fam ily,work and m inistry in a biblicalm anner?

H ow can we please our G od and K ing in the three areas thataffectevery waking hour ofour lives? Read

on to discover G od's vision for fathers as we are challenged from the Scriptures to balance the areas of

fam ily, work and m inistry and to blend these three ingredients to form a godly stew - a sweet sm elling

arom a to G od.

M aking BiblicalD ecisions,byStephen Beck 34pages

You can tellthe m aturity ofa believer by the decisionshe m akes.W hy do C hristians tend to

m ake such poor decisions? H ow can we be sure thatthe decisions we m ake are pleasing to

G od and notjustbased on our feelings,circum stances or other’s opinions? H ow can we be

sure thatwe are in the willofG od? Read and be challenged aboutthe way we should m ake

everyday decisionsaccording to the Bible -oneswe are sure willplease our Lord and M aster!



A Q uick Study in D ebt,byStephen Beck 26pages

The Bible refers to the subject of m oney m ore than any other topic. W here will your

children learn these im portant lessons about finances? Are you teaching them about

finances and debtbefore they find them selvesneck-deep in studentloans,a m ortgage and a

$15,000 credit card debt? U se this quick study to effectively teach your children the

biblicalview offinancesand debt.

A pproachesto H om eschooling,ByKerryBeck 50pages

Are you stuck in a rutwhen itcom es to choosing curriculum ? D o you buy the sam e “stuff”

each year just because you used it last year? Realize that no single approach to hom e

schooling works forallagesand allsubjects.C om e hearK erry Beck use Biblicalprinciples

for selecting the right approach for your child. W e will discuss how C harlotte M ason,

C lassical,U nitStudies and the Principle Approach have advantagesin differentsubjects atdifferentstages

ofyourchild’sdevelopm ent.

Teaching FaithfulM en to Teach O thersA lso:M aking D isciple-M akers

byStephen Beck 75pages

A 10-week curriculum designed to aid in bringing a m an to m aturity in C hristand then,to teach him to do

the sam e with others. Each lesson has real life scenarios in conjunction which Scripture to teach the

studentto apply biblicalprinciples to everyday life.The goalis notto teach a m an to m erely survive in a

hostile culture,butto train a battle-ready soldier who can cross the enem y lines and take captives for his

Lord!Plenty ofnotes forthe would-be discipler aswell.

Foundations:A BibleStudy ForTheN ew Believer, byStephen Beck



Teacher’sM anual 59pages

Student’sM anual 21pages

A 10-week bible study for those who are new believers or those who, although they m ay have been a

C hristian fora long tim e,have nothad the opportunity to learn the foundationaltruths ofthe C hristian life.

It can also be used by the m ature believer to “brush up” on the fundam entals as well as a toolfor that

m ature believer to bring younger believers to m aturity.It includes a quick overview of the old and new

testam ent,as wellas studies on salvation,the W ord ofG od,G od’s character,our victorious C hristian life

and reproducing ourselvesin others.

M y R ecipeBook,byAshley& GentryBeck $7.50

D o you ever m ake a recipe and then forget where it cam e from ? This recipe book has a

lam inated cover (in case ofspills)and pages setup in severalcategories for your daughter

to write down her favorite recipes as you teach her to cook.Ashley & G entry share som e of

their favorite recipes,also.

A BC JungleBook,byHunterBeck 15pages

Learn all about the jungle as you travelthrough the ABC 's.H unter includes his favorite anim als,plants

and placesfrom the jungle.

C D and A udio C assetteTitles

A Father’sStew :The BiblicalIntegration ofFam ily,W ork and M inistry

(The entire book read by the author!)byStephen Beck

In an age where fathers are separated from theirfam iliesform ostofthe day,how can we fulfillthe biblical

m andate to train our children when "you sitin your house,when you walk by the way,when you lie down,



and when you rise up?” (D euteronom y 6)G iven our currentculture,is itpossible to integrate fam ily,work

and m inistry in a biblical m anner? H ow can we please our G od and K ing in the three areas that affect

every waking hour ofour lives? Read on to discover G od's vision for fathers as we are challenged from the

Scriptures to balance the areas offam ily,work and m inistry and to blend these three ingredients to form a

godly stew -a sweetsm elling arom a to G od.

A Father’sStew Set(4 talksbased on the book),byStephen Beck

Tape1:The FirstIngredient:Fam ily

Tape2:The Second Ingredient:W ork

Tape3:The Third Ingredient:M inistry

Tape4:PatriarchalExam ples?!?

Teaching Y our C hildren H ow To StartTheir O w n Business,byStephen Beck

O ne ofthe m ain principles in hom eschooling ism ulti-generationalthinking.Even though you m ay nothave

your own business,you can teach your children to one day have theirs.Ifthey choose to work for som eone

else, entrepreneurial skills can only help them in that endeavor. D rawing from his 17 years of self-

em ploym ent,Stephen Beck will share his hard-won knowledge on how to start and m aintain a fam ily-run

business.H e willdiscuss the pros and cons ofhaving your own business,the econom icsand the headaches.

Above all,he will encourage you to seek to please our G od in whatever situation H e has called you and

yourchildren.

Teaching Y our C hildren A boutD ebtand Finances,byStephen Beck

The Bible refers to the subjectof m oney m ore than any other topic.W here willyour children learn these

im portant lessons about finances? Are you teaching them about finances and debt before they find

them selves neck-deep in studentloans,a m ortgage and a $15,000 creditcard debt? U se this quick study to

effectively teach yourchildren the biblicalview offinancesand debt.



Training Y our C hildren To R ule and R eign For JesusC hrist,byStephen Beck

Psalm 112 describes a m an whose descendants willbe m ighty on the earth.H ow do we teach our children

to one day,rule and reign for theirG od and K ing,JesusC hrist? H ow do we train them to boldly im pactthe

society around them instead of the other way around? Pointed, yet hum orous, Stephen Beck discusses

issues such as D ad's leadership,fam ily devotions,the im portance ofhom eschooling,finances and avoiding

debt. Learn the essentials your children m ust know and the entanglem ents they m ust avoid to carry out

theirG od-given com m ission -the discipleship ofallthe nations!

 

M aking B iblicalD ecisions,byStephen Beck

You can tell the m aturity of a believer by the decisions he m akes. W hy do C hristians m ake such poor

decisions? C an we ensure that our decisions are pleasing to G od and notm erely based on our feelings,

circum stances or other’s opinions? H ow can we know G od’s willfor our lives? C om e hear a challenging

m essage on how we should m ake everyday decisions-oneswe are sure willplease ourLord and M aster!

Spending Tim e w ith G od:A Lesson From M artha and M ary,byStephen Beck

W hatis the “good part” thatcan notbe taken away? H ow can we pass on to ourchildren thatwhich we do

notpossess? See how the sisters stum ble attim es,butm ore im portantly,how they grow with each encounter

with C hrist! W illwe continue to be 90 lb weaklings? O r willwe take the C harles Atlas course and kick

som e sand in the face ofa bullying culture!

A pproachesto H om eschooling,byKerryBeck

Are you stuck in a rutwhen itcom es to choosing curriculum ? D o you buy the sam e “stuff” each year just

because you used itlastyear? Realize thatno single approach to hom e schooling worksfor allages and all

subjects.C om e hear K erry Beck use Biblicalprinciples for selecting the rightapproach for your child.W e

willdiscuss how C harlotte M ason,C lassical,U nitStudies and the Principle Approach have advantages in

differentsubjectsatdifferentstagesofyourchild’sdevelopm ent.



Teaching the R eluctantW riter,byKerryBeck

M any children dislike writing.Learn how to teach a specific,successfulm ethod ofseparating the com plex

process ofwriting into the sm allest possible steps.Even the m ostreluctantwriter willbe able to produce

short,butcom plete com positions.Rem ove the problem ofwhatto write and you willfree your child to learn

how to write.

The C onsum m ate C hristian M an,byStephen Beck

H ere are three talksSteve gave ata m en'scharge (notretreat).C onsiderita "BEST O F..." with topics

including:

ü The vision forruling and reigning forJesusC hrist

ü The Psalm 112 m an

ü Fam ily,W ork and M inistry

ü D ebt

ü U sing sm allbusinessesto build a C hristian culture

U n-revisionistH istory,byStephen Beck

C an you really believe whatthe history bookstellyou aboutthe C ivilW ar? H ow doesthe truth stillaffect

ustoday.C om e hear how the warto end slavery wound up costing allAm ericans,black and white,their

freedom .W e allwantto rule and reign forC hrist,butafter140 years ofslavery,willwe know how to lead

when we win the war forourculture?

H ow W ere They Saved In The O ld Testam ent?,byStephen Beck

H ow were the O ld Testam entsaintssaved? Although the question was obviously im portantto them ,itis

equally im perative forus.Are there really two ways forsalvation...one forthe O ld Testam entand one for

the N ew Testam ent? IsourBible really two distinctbookswith a G od ofjudgm entin the O ld and a G od of

love in the N ew? H earhow the whole Bible flowstogetherand ourG od hasalways saved by one way



only...faith in H isSon JesusC hrist!

Seeing O urselvesA sThe People ofG od,byStephen Beck

D o you view yourself as an individual worshipping a com m on G od with other believers? O r do you see

yourself as part of the special people of G od,called from eternity past for such a tim e as this? Are we

really organically connected so thateach m em berofthe body hasa directim pacton the spiritualcondition

of the other? Is there anything m ore im portant than “just m e and Jesus?” C om e hear Stephen Beck

encourage us to begin identifying ourselves as partofH is holy bride.O nly then,willwe begin to see G od

work in a powerfulway through H ischosen vessel-the bride ofC hrist!

A ccelerated D istance Learning,byKerryBeck

D iscoverH ow To:

• Receive college creditfor life experiences

• Earn college creditquickly and easily through creditby exam ination

• Speed up the learning process while im proving com prehension

• C utstudy tim e by atleast50%

• M ake a wise decision in choosing the rightcollege and distance-learning program .

• Prepare an independentstudy plan thatwillguarantee distance-learning success


