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Preface

The B b states thatw ithouta visbn, the peop E persh. lhave adream ,avison if
you w ill. Ih my dream , Iw ake up excied © strtanoterday atw ork.Surely, you m usthbe
drean ng you say!'No, lan excied because 1know thattiswork i te very work that
Godhascalledme o do.

Mywie smy rmghthand n thiswork and Tknow thatG od could nothave given
m e anyone betier uied © ©is kM y chiblren are nvolved nmywork and itproves ©
be a trem endous training ground rten . Formy daughters, as they subm itto me and
lbw my kadership, lan abke © tan tiem 1 be god ly w vesand m others som eday .For
my son, lan abk © ach hin © obey God and one day, kad a fam iy ofhis own.
Younger men are alko nvolved N my work and working sde by sde gives me the
opporunity © tach tiem © apply God’sW ord w #h w Bdom and understending n ter
daily affars.M y w e m nskers © youngerwom en asw ell, eaching them 1© honor ter
husbhandsand bve therchibdren n agodly m anner.

M y chilbdren see these young m en and wom en grow and are encouraged © one day



dicipk younger believers on therown. The youngerm en and wom en see my children
and realize thatte B bk s ttue and agodly fam ily can be achieved .M ywork blessesmy
fnilyand mym nsty.M y fam ily hebbsm e n my work and provides concrete exam pkes
ormym nsty.M ym nsty provdes hebers orm y work and m otavation formy fm ily.
For you see, work, am ily and m nstty are all ngredients © asew . A sew that B
described n Phil4:18 as a sv eetsn elling arom a, an acceptab ke sacrifice ,w ellpeasing ©

God.



Introduction

Atiwstgbnee, hisbook m ay seem ke arandom odyssey w nding isw ay tirough
the com plicated subjects of fam ily, m nstty and work. k tis guy a nuttackling three
subjects hatcoul each m ake ravery bng book?How can he possbly do pstice © the
three areas thatseem © buch every waking m om entofour Ives and stillend up w th a
reltively shortbook? Sim pE. The basic Bsue n all three of these areas B obed ience ©
theW ord ofG od .

Actally, babncing and ntegrating our fm iy, m nsty and work i a biblical
concept. Look atthe m odel wom an of Provetbs 31. She provides food and clbthing for
her fam ily. She m nskers © the poor. She even consders a fed and plnts a vineyad
w ith te profits fron a hom e-based bushess. Y et, she does all his N away hatplkases
God. A llofherendeavorswork n ham ony and do notrob fiom one anoter. She has
dentsfied God’s prorites and orented her ik © Ine up with tose prontes.
Unbriunakely,som e have pointed © thiswom an asam odelforC hristien n niEn .Y et

herfam i1ly rem ains e obpectofall herhard w ork. This shoul digpel the notion thatG od



rew ardsw om en w ho putthercareersovertherrhom e life.

ConsderJob.Herewasaman who was ako abke © negrae his fam ily,m nsty
and work. The B bk describes him as bln eless and upripht H B chibdien were a
bkssing © him ,hisw e and one another. H B adultchiblren ate m eals bgetherand had
lbwshp N one anoter's houses. Evdence of his hgh pronty on Bnily B
demonstriated by the fct that he prayed or his adult chidren and regulbarly made
sacrifices Ortem Esttey had enred aganstG od (Job 14-5).He m niskered © the poor
and te Bherkess. He provded for the w dow's and sbbod aganstevil ob 2912-17).
Job’s uprghtness abko flbwed N his busihess dealings. He ran a very brge ranch and
provded Por his many servants. He was consdered a very nflental man @ob 13),
running hisbusinessw ith ntegrity (Job 31 5-6) and treating his servantsw ith respect{ob
31:13-15). Ih short, Job was a m an w ho, through obedience,was abke © gbrify God by
successiully negrating fm ily,m nstty and w ork w ihoutcausing tese areas 1 com peke
aganstand destroy one another.

Butexcellng n ourfam iles,m nstriesand work BNo easy tak.M any am an has
dsqualified him self or m nstty by having ungodly chibdren (L Timoty 34-5). Even
more men have sacrificed ter chibdren n the pursuitofther careers. Som e have even
sacrificed terr fm ilies n purauitofm netty. W hat s the path of rghteousness n these
tree areas? How canwe plkase God n the areas of fam ily,m nstty and work? How can
w e balbnce e three areas 0 thatour God and K ing s gbnified? 1woul subm itthat
the common tiread woven troughout the trem endous probkens we see tbday n our

fn iles,m nstresand w ok sound N the W elfth chgperofkR om ans:



And do notbe conform ed © this worl, but be transform ed by te renew ing of your m ind, thatyou m ay

prove w hat is thatgood and acogptebe and perfectw il of G od. Raon ans122)

Paul Bcomm anding usnot© be shaped by the prevailing cullure. hskead ,w e are
1 be transfom ed by a diferentculure -a Chrstien culture.And what s this Christien
culure based on? TheW ord ofGod.

N otice that obedience © ik vere B a Wwo-bH process. W e are © rECt e
ungodly cullure around usw hik atthe sam e tim e albw ng G od © transbm our livesby
em bracing the godly culure found N HsW od.W ihoutdoing both atthe sam e tim e,

w e can fall N one oftv 0 tgps.

The Trap ofA sceticin

IFfwe only reecthe cumentaulure and are nottransiom ed by te W ord ofGod,
we slp N ascetcEn ; tying © achieve rghteousness by “buch not, sk not, handke

not’ .

Therefre, ifyou died w ith Christfrom the basic princip ks ofthe world,w hy, as though living n thewort,
do you subjctyoursebves © regulations—D o not touch, do not teske, do nothandke,” which all concem
tihgswhich pereh w ih e using— acoording © the com m andm ents and doctrines of m en? T hese things
indeed have an appearance ofw sdom I selffim posed relgbn, ke hum ility, and neglect of e body,

butare ofno value againstthe ndubence of the flesh . Col220-23)

Repcting e aunent culure w ithout tie reneval of our m nds will reault n te



appearance ofrmghtousiess, butthe end resulitw ill be unsuccesstul.W hy? Because “in
you (hat i, n your fiesh), dwelk no good ©ing” Romans 7:18) and our hearts are
“deceitiul above allthings and desperaiely w icked (erem BN 179)”

This dea of e “gopearance of mghteousness’ can run N Wwo deectons. The
unbelever can deceive him selifby doing “good works’ in order © achieve rghteousness
before God.Hemay go 1 church,give 1 charities, bve his fm ily oreven be a kader n
te conmunity, but all of thes= activities do not address the fundam ental probkm

betv een G od and m an.Paulm ade tispoint tie Rom ans:

For ifAbraham was justified by works, he has som ething 1 boastabout, but not before G od . Forwhat
does the Sapture say? "Abraham believed God, and itwas accounted © him or righteousness”” Now ©
him who works, e wages are notcounted as grace butas debt. Butt him who doesnotw ork butbelieves
on Him who justifies the ungod ly ,hisfaith i accounted for riphtecusess, justasD avid ako describesthe

blsednessofthem an bwhom God im putes righteousess apartfiom works: Rom ans42-6)

Iyou w ork Poran em pbyer, he ow esyou aw age atthe end ofthe day . Butw hatif
you ow ed thatem pbyera debtso greatthatitcould neverbe repad -even ifyou worked
every day Prte restofyour lile? ltwould be sillly © dem and rghtstanding (©rbalbnced
books)w mth yourem pbyerforafw dayswork when you ow ed so greatadebt! Sim ilarly,
it s silly orus © dem and rghtstanding before a holy G od on accountofa w “good”
thingswe have done,when our sin has caused a debttoo great© repay-Read e above
verse agan. God extends forgiveness of s debt © those who fast realize they are

ungodly, and ten believe n “Hm who pstafies the ungodly’ . Jesus Christdied on the



cioss © pay te debtBrwhich we were rghtiullly lebke Romans 58).W e can never
repay that debt through our “good” deeds and in fct, it s strictly prohibied. ForGod

m putes rghteousness gpartfirom works.This dea Bechoed N Ephesens.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and thatnot of yoursebes; it i the gift of G od, not of

w orks, Estanyone should boast. Ephesins2:8-9)

Jesus saved H B harshest words for those who were ttying © eam ther own
rghteousmess before G od by reecting the cunentcu ure. The Pharisees had the reection
of ter sunounding cullure down © a scence, butw hout saving faih n e only
begoten Son of God, it proved © be worthkss. He calked tem “whitewashed
s=epukhers’ who w ere clean on the outsde, butw ere Tullofrotand decay on te nsode.

But ©is “gppearance of mghteousness’ can N N another drection as well.
Belevers can repct e tings n our cullure tatthe B bk requires tiem ©.However,
w ihout the transfom ation of our m nds by the W od of God, we can achieve te
“gppearance” of mghteousness w ithout the pow er. O ne of e greatest dangers of our
modem evangelical church B the “hred gun” syndrome. W e hixe pasbors, abbng w ih
scads of asssbntpasbrs, and expectthem © fghtte battke forus.W e have become a
generation of “evan—elly T8’ as Douglbs W i1on gotly puts it Chrstieans w ihout a
theolbgical backbone. The W ord of God gives us the backbone necessary © fght the
prevailing culure.R efection oftie cunentaulure w ihoutte ransfom ing pow erofthe

W ord of G od n our lives avesonly the shadow ofttue rituality .



TheT rap ofL kentiousness

A lhough we are © avod the fasttrep ofrejecting our cunentcu liure w ihoutthe
atiending transfom ation, m ostm odem evangelical C hristians fall no a second tigp.W e
try © be transfom ed by the W ord of G od w ithoutreecting anything our Socety plces n
frontofus.W ewantallofw hatG od hasforus.. and everything thewortd hasaswell.W e
atend church, Iisen © Christien tpes, lisien © Christien muskc, atend Christien
conferences, throw ourseles n B bE studies and yetour &m iles, n nstres and work
bok surprisingly sm ilar o tatofthe world.W e are like the wom en in Second T im oty
who are “alvays lkeaming, butnever able © com e © the know kdge ofthe tuth” Ih Bct,
Paul sad these wom en were baded downw ih snsand kd away by terLiss.Does b s
sound fm ill|er? How can we expect transfom ation when we are ako are baded down
w ith smsand kd avay by our sts?

One of the most conmon complints anong Chrstian men tday B that of
frustration . W e truly want© plkase God n ourfm ily,m nstty and w ork, butour lives
senm © &l 0 short W hat litte Chrstien fruitwe bear B choked outby te worll’s
thoms and tistkes. W e are not © be confomed © this workl. h additon © te
transbbom ing of our hearts and m nds by God, we must ako repct SocCEt/’'s constant
pressure © svalbw deas that run contrary © tie W ord of God. W e must rect the

noton that

There arem any paths © rghteousnessbefore G od gpartfiom H sSon.

W e are fiee © m ake decispns gpartfron Scripture.



There are areas n our Ives hatScripture has notaddressed.

G od does notcare w hatw e do behind clbsed doors.

W om en m ustentertie w ork orce n order© be “truly” fulfilled .

Our chibdren m ustbe educated by so-called “experts’ -thatw hen God gave us chiblren,
He dd notgive usallofthe resources necessary © T lly educatke them .

W e can plkce our chibdren n concentration cam ps euphem stically called child-care
centersw hile w e pursue ourcareers, hobb ies and bank accounts.

W e can ©rate s2xual s n ourchurchesand notbe judged by G od.-

W e can Ive as ifG od’s num berone prority isourow n hgppness.

Basrally, we are © regctte notion thatwe, as Chrstins, can have itall! Our
b, as belevers, 5 © dentify and reect e snul practices and deas of this cunent
culure whik at the sam e tin e, being tansbbm ed by a diflerentculiure.W e are © be
transiom ed by te Christian culure found N the W ord ofG od (ForagreateBboration on

this Christen culure, reed The Padeln of G od, by DouglsW ilson).W ith thischarge n

m ind, Etus bok at te fastsiep ward successtully negrating our fm ily, work and

m inistry.



Secton O ne

FrstThingsF st



Chapter1:

TheW ord ofG od

The Suffciency O fScripture

Preparing adeh fiom scratch B Nno easy sk, even w ith a recipe.Being agenune
cooking novice my=elif, 1 can readily atiest © ths. 1 spend so much tim e tying © figure
outeem sauch as“PbHing,” “browning,” and “braising,’ that I can nevergeto te acual
cooking part! h godly Iving, as well as cooking, tere are som e basic princpks and
prem B2s we m ust fast understend beore we can even begin. The fast and forem ost

prem B2 Bte sufficiency ofScripture.Second T im oty 316 and 17 stfes:

A ll Saripure B given by ingiration ofGod, and & profieb e Tor doctrine, for reproof, r correction, ©r
nstuction in rMghteousess, that the man of G od may be com pkte, thoroughly equipped for every

good work -

Scripure thoroughly equipsus © Iive agodly lie.There Bnothing ele we need

1 be com pEte.D o you believe that? D o you believe tatyou cou read only one book



all your lile and stall be a com pkte @ ature) m an orwom an of G od? A lldecispbns n our
lives are addressed eiherdwectly or ndiwectly by God’sW ord. 1say dwectly or ndiwectly
because the B b E teaches us according © precepts and principkes.Precepts are expressed
comm andm ents given fron  Scrpture and principkes are conclusons drawn flom those
precepts. For exam pk, the B bk commands us © bve ourw mes as Christ bved the
church.The com m andm entis sin pE enough ,buttheway nwhichwe do tistkessom e
studying.How dd Christ bve the church? H e taughtherthe W ord .H e praised herw hen
she dd well and rebuked her when she needed it Revelton 21-6). He sacrificed
everything © achieve herbest nterest. A lihough the precepts ofG od seem 1 be Iim 1ed
1 goecific behaviors and situations, the princip ks derved from those precepts transcend
all siuatbns and culures.
A waming swananted, however.A lhough we are © obey the W ord Tully and n
its entaety, we are not© add © tie W ord of God. The B bk prohbiits drunkenness n
Ephesins 518, but it does not prohbit tie drnking of alcohol. Paul dd not exhort
Tm oty © drnk a little grape juice orhis som ach aiment @ Tim oty 523) and Jesus
m ostcertain ly dd notchange te w ater N som e unfem ented fruitdrink atthe w edding
n Cana-Howeverwe m ay feel aboutthe consum ption ofakohol, w e are notalbwed ©
plce more restrctions than te W ord of G od does. Spurgeon once sad n regards ©
tobacco sn oking thathe found ithard enough 1 obey te Ten Com m andm ents and had
no ntenton ofadding an ebventh!
It s am azing how we want gnore obvious comm ands found N Scripture,w hile

atthe same tin e, ty © add comm andsw here G od hasnot W hy do we do this? Because



w e want be the fnal atbieroverG od’sW ord W ew anto be like theM ostH gh_There
o rewad orbeing “holer’ than G od n a ceran area. h f&ct, nsead ofa reward, you
may recemve a rebuke. M y pont B not © encourage belevers © use ter freedom N
Chrstow ards lcentiousness.M y pontis © dem onstrake thatin G od’seconom y, tere s
forno room or nelkectually bzy Chrstiens.W e are © show ourselves gpproved , rghtly
divdding te W ord of Tuth 2 Tmothy 215). The One © W hom we w ill all give an
account, has comm anded us © become mature n our undersending ofHB W ord (1
Corinthiens 14 20).

So we e hatScripure s suficent® ruk all areas ofour lives. Scripture B the
ulim ate authority © which we must bok. ifwe want® know whatour fm ilies shoudl
bok like,we shoud go © te Scripures. ifwe want® know how ourchibdren shoul be
educated, we should go © the Scriptures. ifwe want® know whatkind ofm nstty we
shoul be nvolved n,we should go © the Scrpures. ifwe wantt know wantcareer ©
pursue we shoul, you guessed it, go © the Scriptures. O ne of the reasons we faill 0
m Eerably atbabneing fam iy, m nstty and work B thatwe do not know whatGod’s

W ord says aboutthese areas.

OurCulure IgnoresScripture

Ouraurentaulure and even the m odem evangelical church are very rem niscent

of e days ofJoseh @€ Chronckes 3414-21).God’sW ord had been bstrm any years

and was suddenly ound when repars were being m ade © te n pEk.W hen te priest



read God’sW ord 1 Joseh,he was cut® the quick and realized thathe had not“keptthe
W ord ofthe Lord, © do according © all hat 5w riten n this book” Can you m agne?
God’s peopk w ithoutGod’s W ord for generations! How woul they know whatt do?
How would they know ifthey were pkasing God? The fect s, they dd not. W ihoutthe
W ord ofGod as te stendard ofm easurem entfor all tiings, we neviebly fil © pkase
God -no m atierhow hard we tty orhow sincere ourhearts_A lhough Joseh had been a
good king up © this pont, he realized that God must be served according © H B
prescribed m anner.W hen confronted w ih the tuth, he repented and dd itGod’sway.
W e, on the otherhand, have even kess excuse because we have God’sW ord atourfinger
tps and yetwe il © apply H B stendard © every area ofour lives. W e faill © see the
sufficency ofScripture forevery decsonwem ake.

Do you ttuly believe that te B bk hoHbs all e nfom ation necessary © m ake
you a com pte person? A re you w illling © do anything ittkes © obey God’sW ord?A re
you w illing © be transbom ed by te renew ing ofyourm nd, thatyou m ay prove w hat s
thatgood and accepteb k and perfectw illofGod Romans 122)? Then itis tin e © Bke
the “snesker” st

I heard of e sneaker teston a pe from D ougles Philllips. lFam an can e © you
and sad, “Srr, | see hatyou are wearing sheakers.Now you know thatsneakers are an
abom nation © te Lord and 1an rebuking you n te nam e ofte Lord Jesus Christ ©
ke off o seskers and repent mghtavay? W ell, we could give one of several
ansvers. W e coul &ll e man he B crazy. W e coud gnore hin .Orwe ocoud say

som ething lke hB.“Srr, | have neverheard thatte Lord abhors sneakers, butifyou can



dem onstiae © m e bblcally hatths strue.. N e tash ey w illgo, you w illneverfind
meormy fm ily wearing sneakersagan¥’

Do you have tatattitude ward the W ord of G od? Coul there be things n e
Scripures thatG od has notreveakd © you ye® W hen He does reveal them © you,w il
you be w illling ©© obey them ?M ark Twain once sad,“ lesnotthe parts ofte B bk thatl

don’tunderstend tatbotherm e, its the parts hatldo”

N o Substitutions,P kase

Scrpure s te fhal authority on whatGod wantsus do and theway He wants
us © do it This was broughthome © me in a bg way when my college room m ates
decded © m ake bsagna. Aferm xing te ground m eatand rootia cheese, tey realized
tey were m Bsing the bbsagna nood ks (Forthe culinary challenged —those bng flatones
you puton the p and botiom ).0 Foourse being m en, ey knew how © m proviee.W hen
tey s=sthe “bsagna’ on the bk, I stared N dsbeliefand asked what n the world tey
had done.They sted w ith pride thatsince tey were m issing te lsagna noodkes, tey
had substitied w ih e nextbest thing tiey could find n the freezer - a bag of flozen
ter-ots! A lhough therhearts were n the nghtplece, and tiey had worked very hard,
tey succeeded N m aking “ lbsagnd’ thateven the dog w ould noteat!

W e are lke tose college room m atesw hen w e try © substitute our deas forthose
found NH BW ord.Unksswe use G od-ordained ngredents b make our“sew ;" wew illl

nevibbly m ake som ething that B notplkasing © God. It B notenough © try ourbest



pkase God n ourfam iles,work and m nsty.G od doesnotbkssus for trying hard. If
He blessed for sincerity and hard w ork, the culis w ho deny te deity ofChristwoulbd w in
hands down!G od only blesses those decsbns thatare n accordance w ih Scripure._L et
m e say thatagain,G od only bsses decisbns thatare bib Iical!l And w hatconstities a
biblical decspn B notopen © privake nempreaton. A decsbn E either based on the
expressed W ord ofGod ©ra prncipk derived from the expressed W ord ofGod)or it
not.This sBwhywe are required © know thewho e counselofGod @ cts2027).

No Prwvate Interpretations

God’sW ord B notopen © privake nempreaton @ Peter 120-21). One of the

greatestdangers n ourm odem “Christen” culiure e focuson oursbves.

“W hatdoes this passage m ean © m e personally?’

“G od hasdiflerentpronties orm e than He doesoryou ”

“M yGod saGod of bve and woul neversend anyone b Hell”

“1don’thelieve n the doctrine ofekection . ltdoesn’t=em o me”

“God dd notmean a hieral “day’” when He sad He created the world n six days Even



though He sad m oming and evening afereach day and even stated w hich num berofday

itw ash).Besdes, IwouH feelstupd beleving such asm pke explbnaton”

The probken w ith boking through tiism yopic ns s hatGod’sW ord becom es
very ubjctive. IFl nempretthe B bk tisway and you nemprette B bk anoterway,
ten which nempreaton sconecl Can we really know whatthe B b Bsayng ifthere
are so m any diflerentw ays of nempreting 12 ktere really such athing as absolue tuth?
W hen we view Scripture as goplying © each of us diferently, we are thnking as a
hum anist W e are plcing ourselves as the final atbier over God’s W ord. | detem ne
whatGod means n this passage orm e, and you detem ne w hathis passage m eans or
you. God knew exactly what He meant when He wioe te BbE and it B our
responsbility, through te Holy Sprit, © understend w hatH e m eantand © confom our
lives© H EW ord.

W hen we tty © change the plain meaning of te Scriptures © fit our cunent
aulure,we are asum ng te ke ofG od.A lbw ngwom en © tach m en n the church sa
good exanm pk ofthis.1 Timoty 2211-15 clkarly aches agansttis and yetm any ofour
m odem evangelical churches have wom en teaching men n adult Sunday schook. The
B bk does notalbw awom an © teach aman even ifshe has am ake aching parter. It
m akes no diflerence If those being taughtare coupkes, either.W omen are not© be n
authority overm en n the church, perind.God’sW ord s notopen © ourhighercriticien .
W e are notalbwed © say,“W ell | know thatGod’'sW ord says ts, butw hatH e really

meantwas.. ” Ihstead ofasking whatGod’sW ord means n tisday and tim e, ak what



hasGod’sW ord m eentthroughoutthe ages and detem ine © understand itand then obey
il Y our tuth alam should alvays go offwhen you read som ething tatclhins © be a

“new” princip ke or“screto Iving te Chrstien lile”

N o Sekctive O bed Ence

So farwe have seen tatScripture s sufficent or all our decsbns, we can not
substitte man’s wiedom Pr God’s Word and te BbE B not open © prvake
nempreaton. There B one more conceptwe m ust acknow kdge © albw the Bbke ©
have 1ts Tl m pactin our Ives. Ih 1 Sam uel 153, Saulw as nstructed by God © atiack
te Am aEkites and © notspare any m an,wom an,child oranim al.G od wasexecutingH B
dwine jdgnenton ten ,which He had a perfect nght © do (@ San uel 152). Saul
atiecked the Am akkies, but he spared the king and the best of the aninalk. W hen
confionted by Sam uel, Saul clim ed thatthe anim aks had been spared 1 sacrifice © God.

San uelw asn’tiooked foram om ent.

Then Sam uelsad:"Has the LORD asgreatdelpht n bumtoflerings and sacrifices, as in obeying e wvoie
ofthe LORD? B ehold, 10 obey i better than sacrifice, and © heed than the Tatofram s. For rebellbn B
as the sin ofw ichaatt, and stubbomness s as hiuity and dokbtry - Because you have rected e word of

te LORD ,heako has reced you from being king* (@ Sam uel 1522-23)

God’s W ord m ust be obeyed God’s way.No anount of church atiendance,

gwving, B bk study, evangelien , prayer or good w orks can m ake up for dsobedience ©



te W odd ofGod.Notrce how subtle Sauls algum entwas. He only spared K ng Agag
because he wanted © show mercy.God wants us © show m ercy, rgh® He only spared
the anim alb <0 he couH sacrifice hem 1 G od .G od com m ands sacrifices, doesH e no®?
Earler, Saul offered a bumt ofiering © the Lord (vhich only te priests were
albw ed © do)and explined hisdsobedience by clim ing thathe wanted G od’sbessing
on te com ng battke. G od wants © bless us, conrec® G od’s com m ands m ustbe obeyed
God’'sway.-D sobedience i rebelibn and rebellibn B e sam e as the sin ofw iicheraft @
Sam uel 1522-23). W hen we disobey the W ord ofGod,we are repcting itand God w il

reppctusfiom serving H m .Jam esputitanoterway.-

IiFany ofyou bdksw Edom , Eethim ask of G od, who gives 1 alll liberally and w ithout reproach,and itw illl
be given © him . But kthin ask i fih, w ith no doubting, Br he who doubts E lke a wave of he ssa
driven and tossed by the wind. For Etnotthatm an suppose thathe w il receive anything fron e Lord;

he sadouble-m inded m an,unstebke N allhsways. (anes15-8)

W hata great prom ee! iFwe want© know God’s toughts, ifwe wantw idom
from the C reabrofthe universe, ifw e w ant choose betw een betlerand best-God w il
give us the ansverl Butthis prom B2 com esw ih acondition.W e m ustbe w illing © obey
whatever He commands us. W e do not have te rmght © pick and choose HEB

com m andm ents likke 1em son asakd bar-

“1 ke thiscom m and ,butthatone seem stbo od BBshbned ”



“lknow adulery sasin,butm onogam ous hom osexualiity ssurely not”

“lbelieve te B bE,butlwoul rathernotspankmy child”

“1 ke w hatJesus teaches, butPaul 5100 harsh ,especilly n regaldsbwomen”

“1 know s belever B having an aflar, buthow can we m nser © hin iFfwe break

®lowshipw ith hin?’

W e have no rght all of e nfom aton athand before we decde © obey_Eve
toughtshe needed usta littke m ore nfom aton before she obeyed. She gotherw Eh -
te know Ekdge of good and evill W hen faced w ith a conmand or principk found n
Scripure,w e do nothave the rghtto debate w hetherouroption orG od’soption sbetier.
W e are © ak n faih.The faith tat,w hatevera bving God woull insttuctus © do,w ill
be rourultim ate good Rom ans828).

W e are noto doubtG od’sgoodness.W e are noto w egh ouroptons. ifwe come
 God w ih this attitude, Jam es staes we shoul expectnothing n reum.How many
tim es have your children asked your advice, only © gnore itwhen te tine cane for
acton? About e tird or Ourth tine you quit giving advice and Ettien kan for
tem s=2hes -the hard way! O rat kast 1 hope you woul.B utalkbs, anotherofourm odem
evangelcal failings s thatofdsciplning ourchiblren accord ng o the B b E. Ifyou hate

your chiblren then do notdiscipline tiem Proverbs 1324). And ifyou really hake your



chibren, never pank them @roverbs 2313-14). Sons, w hose m others bail them outof
toub ke overand over, w illlm anry w ves who w ill be Prced 1 do te sam e thing -orat

kastuntal the divorce papers are sgned. Rem em ber, God’s rukes m ustbe obeyed God’s

way!



O ther T itlesby R anger P ress:

B ook T itles

A Father'sStew : T he B blical Integration ofFam ily,W ork and M nstry

By Sephen Bedk 144 pages

OurBestSelkr

In an age where fathers are separated from their fam ilies for m ostofthe day, how can we
fulfill the biblical mandate o train our chibdren when "you sit in your house, when you

walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up?”  euteronomy 6) G iven our

currentculure, i itpossbk © integrate fam ily, work and m inistry in a biblical manner?
How can we please our G od and K ing in the three areas thataflect every waking hour ofour lives? Read
on B discover G ods vision for fathers as we are challenged from the Scriptures o balance the areas of
fam ily, work and m inistry and © blend these three ingredients o form a godly stew - a sweet smelling

aroma t God.

M aking B b licalD ecBbns, by Sephen Beck 34 pages

You can tell the maturity ofa believer by the decisions he m akes.W hy do C hristians tend
m ake such poor decisions? How can we be sure that the decisions we m ake are pleasing ©
G od and notjustbased on our feelings, circum stances or other’s opinions? H ow can we be

sure thatwe are in the will of G 0d? Read and be challenged aboutthe way we should m ake

everyday decisbns according © the Bible -oneswe are sure will please our Lord and M aster!



A Quick Study in D ebt, by Stephen Beck 26 pages

The Bibke refers b the subject of money more than any other topic. W here will your
chibdren kam these mportant ksons about finances? Are you teaching them about
finances and debtbefre they find them selves neck-deep in student bans,a mortgage and a

$15,000 credit card debt? Use this quick study © eflectively teach your children the

biblical view offinancesand debt

A pproachest H om eschooling,By KenyBeck 50 pages

Are you stuck in a rutwhen itcom es 1o choosing curriculum ? D o you buy the sam e “stuff”

each year just because you used it st year? Realize that no single approach t home

schooling works Borallagesand all subjects.C om e hear K erry Beck use B iblical principkes

for sekecting the right approach for your child. W e will discuss how Charlotte M ason,
C bssical, U nitStudies and the Princip ke Approach have advantages in difierentsubjects atd iflerentstages

ofyour child’s developm ent.

Teaching FamthfulM en © T each O thersA bo:M aking D scip B-M akers

by Stephen Bedk 75 pages

A 10-week curriculum designed o ad in bringing a man t maturity in C hristand then, © teach him t do
the same with others. Each ksson has real life scenarios in conjunction which Scripture o teach the
student© apply biblical principles o everyday life. The goal i not teach a man © merely survive in a
hostile culture, but o train a battle-ready soldier who can cross the enemy lines and take captives for his

Lord! P lenty ofnotes for the would-be discipler aswell.

Foundatons:A B bk Study For The N ew B elever, by Sephen Beck



Teacher'sM anual 59 pages

StudentsM anual 21 pages

A 10-week bible study for those who are new believers or those who, alhough they may have been a
Christian Pora long tim e, have nothad the opportunity to kam the oundational truths ofthe C hristian life.
It can ako be used by the mature believer © “brush up” on the fundam entak as well as a ol for that
mature believer © bring younger believers to maturity. It includes a quick overview of the old and new
testam ent, as well as studies on salvation, the W ord ofG od, G od’s character, our viciorious C hristian life

and reproducing ourselves in others.

My RecipeBook,byAshky& GentryBedk $7.50

Ranger Press

Do you ever make a recipe and then forgetwhere it came from ? This recipe book has a

MY RECIPE
BOOK

lam inated cover (in case of spilks) and pages setup in several categories or your daughter

10 write down her favorite recipes as you teach her © cook_Ashley & G entry share some of

their favorite recipes, also.

By: Ashley & Gentry Beck

ABC JungkBook ,byHunterBeck 15 pages

Leam all about the jungle as you travel through the ABC 5. Hunter includes his favorite animaks, plnts

and plces from the jungle.

CD and Audp Casette T ites

A Father’'sStew : The B blical Integration ofFam ily,W ork and M hstry
(The entire book read by the author?!) by Stephen Bedk
In an age where fathers are separated from their fam ilies for m ostofthe day, how can we fulfill the biblical

mandate © train our children when "you sit in your house, when you walkk by the way, when you lie down,



and when you rise up?” (Q euteronomy 6)G iven our currentculiure, i itpossble © ntegrate fam ily, work
and minkstry in a biblical manner? How can we plase our God and K ing in the three areas that affect
every waking hour ofour lives? Read on  discover G od's vision for fathers aswe are challenged from the
Scriptures 1 balance the areas of fam ily, work and m nistry and © blend these three ingredients © form a

godly stew -a sweetsnelling aroma © G od.

A Father'sStew Set @ taksbased on the book), by Stephen Bedk
Tapel:The FirstIngredient Fam ily
Tape2:The Second Ingredent W ork
Tgpe3:TheThird Ingredient M hstry

Tape4:Patriarchal Exam ples?¥?

Teaching Your Children How To StartT heir O wn B usiness, by Stephen Bedk

0 ne ofthe main principles in hom eschooling is m ulti-generational thinking. E ven though you m ay nothave

your own business, you can teach your children  one day have theirs. If they choose © work for som eone
eke, entrepreneurial skilk can only help them in that endeavor. D rawing from his 17 years of self
em ploym ent, Stephen Beck will share his hard-won know kedge on how t startand maintain a fam ily-run
bushess.H e w il discuss the pros and cons ofhaving your own business, the econom ics and the headaches.
Above all, he will encourage you © seek © please our G od in whatever situation H e has called you and

your children.

Teaching Y our Children AboutD ebtand F nances, by Stephen Bedk

The BbE refers b the subject of money more than any other topic. W here will your children kam these
important lkessons about finances? Are you teaching them about finances and debt before they find
them selves neck-deep in student boans, a mortgage and a $15,000 creditcard debt? U se this quick study

eflectively teach your children the biblical view offinancesand debt



Traning Your Children ToRulk and R eigh For JesusC hrst, by Stephen Bedk

Psaln 112 describes a man whose descendants w ill be m ighty on the earth.H ow do we teach our children
10 one day, rule and reign for their G od and K ing, Jesus C hrist? How do we train them © boldly im pactthe
society around them instead of the other way around? Pointed, yet hum orous, Stephen Beck discusses
issues such as D ad's kadership, fam ily devotions, the im portance ofhom eschooling, finances and avoiding
debt Leam the essentiaks your children must know and the entangkem ents they must avoid b carry out

their G od-given com m ission - the discipleship ofall the nations!

M aking B blical D ecisbns, by Stephen Bedk

You can €l the maturity of a believer by the decisions he makes. W hy do Christians make such poor
decisions? Can we ensure that our decisions are plasing © God and notmerely based on our feelings,
circum stances or other’s opinions? How can we know G od’swill for our lives? Com e hear a challenging

m essage on how we should m ake everyday decisions -oneswe are sure w ill please our Lord and M aster!

Spending Timew ith G od: A Lesson From M artha and M ary, by Stephen Beck

W hat i the “good part’ thatcan notbe taken away? How can we pass on t our children thatwhich we do
notpossess? See how the sisters stum ble attim es, butm ore im portantly, how they grow w ith each encounter
with Christt W illwe continue © be 90 b weaklings? Orwillwe take the C harles Atlas course and kick

som e sand in the face ofa bullying culture!

A pproachesto H om eschooling by K erry Bedk

Are you stuck in a rutwhen itcomes o choosing curriculum ? D o you buy the same “stuff’ each year just
because you used it lastyear? R ealize thatno single approach © hom e schooling works for allages and all
subjects. Com e hear Kerry Beck use B blical principles ©r selecting the rightapproach for your child_W e
w il discuss how C harlotie M ason, C lassical, U nitStudies and the Principle Approach have advantages in

differentsub cts atd ifferentstages ofyour child’s developm ent.



Teaching theRelctantW riter,by Kerry Bedk

M any children dislike writing. Leam how 1 teach a specific, successful m ethod of separating the com plex
process of writing Nt the smallest possblke steps. Even the most reluctantwriter w ill be ablk © produce
short, butcom plete com positions. Rem ove the problem ofwhatt write and you w ill free your child © leam

how © write.

The Consum m ate Christian M an, by Stephen Bedk

H ere are three ta ks Steve gave ata men's charge (hotretreat). Consider ita "BEST OF .." w ith topics
including:

Ui Thevisbn forruling and regning ©rJesusC hrist

U ThePsah 112man

U Family,Workand M nistry

U Debt

U Using smallbushesses © build a Christian culture

U n—revision stH story , by Stephen Beck

Can you really believe whatthe history books 1l you aboutthe C vil W ar? H ow does the truth still aflect
us today.Com e hear how the war 1o end slavery wound up costing all Am ericans, black and white, their
freedom .W e allwantto ruke and reign or C hrist, butafter 140 years of slavery, w illwe know how o lead
when we w in the war for our culture?

How W ere They Saved In The O H T estam ent? ,by Stephen Bedk

How were the O Id Testam entsaints saved? A lthough the question was obviously im portantto them , itis
equally im perative or us.Are there really tvo ways for salvation ..one for the O ld Testam entand one for
the New Testament? Isour B ible really two distinctbooksw ith a G od of judgm entin the O ld and a G od of

love in the New? H ear how the whole B bl flows together and our G od has always saved by one way



only_.fith in H is Son Jesus C hrist

Seeing O urselvesAsThe People of G od , by Stephen Bedk

Do you view yourslfas an indivdual worshipping a common God w ith other believers? O r do you see
yourself as part of the special peopk of G od, called from etemity past for such a tine as this? Are we
really organically connected so thateach m em ber ofthe body has a direct im pacton the spiritual condition
of the other? Is there anything more important than “just me and Jesus?” Come hear Stephen Beck
encourage us 1 begin dentifying ourselves as partofH is holy bride. 0 nly then, willwe begin o see G od

work in a powerful way through H is chosen vessel - the bride ofC hrist

A ccekrated D Btance L earning, by Kenry Bedk

D icoverHow To:

* Receive college creditfor life experiences

» Eam colkge creditquickly and easily through creditby exam nation

* Speed up the keaming process while im proving com prehension

* Cutstudy tim e by at keast50%

M ake a w ise decision in choosing the rightcollege and distance-keaming program .

* Prepare an independentstudy plan thatw ill guarantee distance-kaming success



